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On the following pages, you’ll meet the people  
we believe made the most impact on Greenville 
specific to 2010 in the business, government, 
education and non-profit categories. As influ-
ence is a rather subjective concept, you’ll notice 
no numbered rankings listed. We consider the 
contributions of each of these people to be im-
portant in shaping Greenville’s business and com-
munity landscape in 2010. In the case where sev-
eral people were integral in making certain deals 
or events happen, they are grouped together to 
represent one of our 50 listings.

Jim Anthony
THE CLIFFS COMMUNITIES
 
As the economic recession hit the real estate 
market with a powerful force, Jim Anthony 
and his team at The Cliffs Communities 
were faced with many challenges as they 
fought to keep the business as a top real 
estate location for homeowners and golfers. 
As of April 2010, Anthony has raised over 
$60 million in funds for The Cliffs Com-
munities through private investments from 

homeowners and members. Currently, construction is underway in Travelers 
Rest at The Cliffs at Mountain Park, which will boast a Gary Player Signature 
Golf Course, along with Gary Player’s corporate headquarters. The Cliffs at 
High Carolina, located near Asheville, will feature Tiger Woods’ first and 
only U.S.-based golf course. Completion for both projects is expected in 
2011 and 2012.

Craig Brown
GREENVILLE DRIVE
 
President and principal owner Craig Brown 
has been a “driving” force for the Greenville 
Drive since its inception 5 years ago. Known 
for its spectacular success as a unique, high 
quality and family affordable entertainment 
venue, the historic West End Fluor Field has 
once again achieved a new attendance re-
cord in 2010. The Greenville Drive and Fluor 
Field have brought 48 new businesses into 

the area which have generated over $12.5 million in sales; currently, 67 
building permits have been issued for both commercial and residential proj-
ects throughout the West End. This year, the Greenville Drive was recog-
nized by the South Atlantic League as Organization of the Year, and won 
the National Sports Forum Award for Excellence in Sports Marketing, mark-
ing a first ever win for a minor league team.

Jody Bryson 
SCTAC
 
Jody Bryson is no rookie to our 50 Most 
Influential list. Since he became president 
and CEO of the South Carolina Technology 
and Aviation Center in 2007, Bryson has 
spearheaded efforts to transition SCTAC 
from a local property management office 
to a proactive economic development or-
ganization bringing technological, indus-
trial and aviation growth to the Upstate. 

Over the past two years, existing companies at SCTAC have announced 
over half a billion dollars in expansion. Two new companies have recently 
invested new facilities at SCTAC including high-tech coatings manufac-
turer GVD Corp. and Coast Sign, Inc. SCTAC begins construction on a 
taxiway extension, appropriated by the FAA, which will increase efficiency 
for air traffic flow.

Mac Carpenter 
BE&K BUILDING GROUP

Mac Carpenter, senior VP for BE&K Build-
ing Group in Greenville, is responsible for 
landing and managing the engineering and 
construction of The Boeing Company’s new 
787 Dreamliner plant in North Charleston 
this year. Currently the largest construction 
project in South Carolina, the eight story 
building will be the largest of its kind in the 
world and boast one of the world’s largest 

hangar doors. The Boeing Charleston expansion is the largest single capi-
tal investment in South Carolina’s history. In addition to this monumental 
achievement, Carpenter has contributed to the BE&K Building Group re-
ceiving both the ABC of the Carolinas Contractor of the Year, as well as 
the Southeast Construction’s Contractor of the Year awards in 2010.
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Matt Dunbar
UPSTATE CAROLINA ANGEL 
NETWORK

Under the leadership of managing director 
Matt Dunbar, the Upstate Carolina Angel 
Network (UCAN) had a strong 2010 help-
ing industries including advanced materials, 
software, industrial electronics and medical 
diagnostics. Most notably, the group made 
2010 investments equalling $1.8 million. 
$1.2 million of that total went into six com-

panies  as a first time UCAN investment and $0.4 million went to four 
companies as a second investment. Of the 10 companies that received 
investments from the network in 2010, six were in South Carolina — five 
in Greenville, one in Charleston. UCAN looks to make its first successful 
exit in the first quarter of 2011. 

Jo Hackl
WYCHE, BURGESS, FREEMAN & 
PARHAM, PA

A member of the Wyche, Burgess, Freeman 
& Parham law firm, Hackl tirelessly uses 
her professional knowledge and talent to 
take on many active roles in the Greenville 
community. As vice-chair of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greenville, she chairs 
the Grants Review Committee, leading the 
Foundation’s effort to support the Green-

ville Early College and the Reedy River Park. As chair of the Greenville Area 
Development Corporation (GADC), she has helped GADC bring in capital 
investment of over $2.2 million in 2010, and worked with businesses to 
create 1,904 jobs this year alone. In addition, Hackl currently serves on the 
Campaign Cabinet of United Way GC and as a board member for EMRYS 
and Camperdown Academy.

Sam Erwin
PALMETTO BANK

Taking his position as CEO in 2009, Sam 
Erwin of The Palmetto Bank is respon-
sible for executing the agreement made 
in which several institutional investors 
invested $100 million in the company’s 
common stock. Such well-respected inves-
tors were CapGen Financial Partners, Pa-
triot Financial Partners and Sandler O’Neill 
Asset Management, among others. With 

this capital contribution, the bank’s capital adequacy ratios are now 
categorized as “well capitalized,” far exceeding the minimum capital 
levels. The Palmetto Bank said the capital raise will further its commit-
ment to serving South Carolina while continuing to provide outstanding 
customer service.   

Joe Frasher
GREENVILLE DOWNTOWN AIRPORT

The Greenville Downtown Airport, un-
der the leadership of director Joe Frasher, 
is the busiest general aviation airport in 
South Carolina and home to more than 
25 aviation-related businesses that employ 
453 people collectively. The airport made 
seven parcels of land available for lease in 
early 2010, looking to expand the business 
presence on the campus. The Runway Cafe 

opened in the summer, offering a place for pilots and passengers to stop 
and eat between flights; and the airport launched a new website in De-
cember featuring the history of the airport and a section of aviation links 
for kids. Plans are currently underway to include a park near the cafe so 
that the public can enjoy watching planes.

Brad Halter
COLDWELL BANKER CAINE

Brad Halter, president of both Coldwell 
Banker Caine and Coldwell Banker Com-
mercial Caine, has led the Caine real es-
tate affiliate through another successful 
year. Personally, Halter was re-elected in 
January by Mayor Knox White for a second 
term on the City of Greenville Board of 
Zoning Appeals. In May of 2010 Coldwell 
Banker Commercial Caine was ranked the 

No. 1 Coldwell Banker Commercial affiliate in South Carolina for 2009, 
and also earned the Coldwell Banker Commercial Elite award. Coldwell 
Banker Caine has opened two Real Estate Galleries this year in downtown 
Greenville and on Butler Road in Mauldin. These state-of-the-art facilities 
provide private office space, sitting areas and conference rooms for sales 
associates, staff and clients. 

Bob Geolas
CU-ICAR

Last year, Clemson University’s Internation-
al Center for Automotive Research (CU-
ICAR), located in Greenville, was named 
the top emerging technologies research 
campus in North America, and houses the 
nation’s first automotive engineering Ph.D. 
program. This year, under the direction of 
Bob Geolas, Proterra Inc., which develops 
and assembles fuel cell hybrid-powered 

transit vehicles, decided to build a facility at ICAR that will host research 
and development, as well as a product assembly line. ICAR is currently 
building a new Center for Emerging Technologies building that will host 
new and existing companies, as the demand for such needs, fortunately, 
far exceeds the current amenities. To date, ICAR has generated more than 
$215 million in funding commitments.
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