




Litigation: General Commercial

Wallace Lightsey, Member

WYCHE BURGESS  
FREEMAN & PARHAM, P.A.

You wouldn’t initially shake hands 
with Wallace Lightsey, take in his 
gentle smile and assume he’s a bulldog 
in court, but his reputation clearly 
says otherwise. “When I first started 
practice, I wasn’t sure what I wanted 
to do, so I tried both litigation and 
corporate work,” he says. “The first 
time I was on my feet in a courtroom, 
I was hooked on litigation and have 
gone that direction since then. I love 
making arguments, and I hate to admit 
it, but I love demolishing the other 
side.” With more than 50 jury trials 
under his belt, it’s safe to say litigation 
is his forté.

After an undergraduate degree from 
Duke and a law degree from Harvard, 
Lightsey was a law clerk for Judge 
John Minor Wisdom of the United 
States Court of Appeals. “He was one 
of the great appellate judges of the 
last century,” says Lightsey. “The next 
year, I was a law clerk for Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger at the United States 
Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.”

Lightsey was then recruited to 
Greenville by the Wyche Law Firm. 
“I had never seen any firm anywhere 
in the country that had such a high 
caliber group of lawyers and such a 
sophisticated practice as this firm,” 
says Lightsey.  

His tenure with Wyche has been filled 
with litigation cases concerning every-
thing from intellectual property to First 
Amendment issues, and with clients 
such as The New York Times Company, 
The Associated Press and Forbes.
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CONSTANGY, 
BROOKS & 
SMITH, LLP

Labor and  
Employment

Steve Warren’s (Band 
3) move to Constangy, 

Brooks & Smith, LLP is generally agreed 
to be a significant boost to the firm’s 
presence in the state. His peers and 
clients describe him as “a wealth of 
information on labor matters and an 
asset to any team.”

GALLIVAN, 
WHITE &  
BOYD, PA

Litigation:  
General  
Commercial

The litigation team at 
Gallivan, White & Boyd has recently 
won a great deal of acclaim for its 
defense of Norfolk Southern in a huge 
toxic tort litigation case. With “good 
instincts, efficient, solid preparation 
and impressive advocacy skills,” the 
team has earned its position in the 
table. Danny White (Band 3) is 
frequently singled out for praise as an 
insightful and effective litigator and is a 
major player.

Real Estate

Art Howson (Band 
3) of Gallivan, White 
& Boyd, PA enters 
the table this year 
on account of his 
outstanding work 

in business and contractual matters. 
In recent months he has handled 
numerous shopping center transac-
tions, acquisitions, refinancings and 
residential subdivisions.

HAYNSWORTH 
SINKLER  
BOYD PA

Corporate M&A

Haynsworth’s munici-
pal bond practice has 
risen to become one 

of the best in the state, and the team 
has the benefit of ... public finance 
expert Kathleen McKinney (Band 
1) ... unquestionably among the best 
lawyers in the market.

Real Estate

Although consistently 
recognized for the 
strength of its bonds 
practice, this firm 
also has a major real 
estate presence and 

its clients are invariably satisfied with 
the “consistently excellent service 

and personal touch” the team offers. 
It has been handling a number of 
developments in the booming area 
of Charleston, and in other areas 
has been busy on the lenders’ side in 
restructurings. “Bright, dedicated and 
incredibly intelligent,” Anne Ellefson 
(Band 2) is now managing partner 
of the firm but remains involved in 
transactions.

JACKSON  
LEWIS LLP

Labor and  
Employment

This Greenville team 
is a collection of 
“outstanding litigators 
and trial lawyers - 
persuasive, thorough 
and intelligent.” When 
not handling employ-
ment litigation and 
labor disputes, the 
team advises clients 
such as BMW, Pepsi 

and Piggly Wiggly on litigation avoid-
ance. Andreas Satterfield (Band 2) 
is the managing partner but still has a 
substantial advisory practice handling 
labor and employment litigation. 
Ashley Abel (Band 3) is a go-to 
lawyer for ERISA class actions. His 
clients appreciate his business acumen 
and practical assessment of legal issues.

WARREN

WHITE

HOWSON

SATTERFIELD

ABEL

MCKINNEY

ELLEFSON

SOUTH CAROLINA’S 
LEADING LAWYERS 
FOR BUSINESS

The following firms and individual at-

torneys are recognized in the Chambers 

and Partners list of South Carolina’s 

Leading Lawyers for Business. All text is 

courtesy of Chambers and Partners and 

is the result of their research.
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SC FIRMS: CORPORATE M&A 

BAND 1

Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd PA
McNair Law Firm PA
Nelson Mullins Riley & 

Scarborough LLP
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Wyche, Burgess, Freeman & 

Parham, PA

BAND 2

Buist Moore Smythe McGee P.A.
Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & 

Rice, PLLC
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NELSON 
MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH 
LLP

Corporate M&A

As a large firm in 
multiple locations 

across the state, Nelson Mullins can 
offer its national clientele a depth that 
many other local firms cannot and, as 
a bonus, “all of its people are really 
great quality.” Neil Grayson (Band 2) 
has been acting for public companies 
across the Southeast and has picked up 
a number of new privately held clients.

Labor and  
Employment

William Foster 
(Band 3) offers 
employment advice to 
Nelson Mullins Riley 
& Scarborough LLP’s 

many clients ... a significant figure in 
the team.

NEXSEN  
PRUET, LLC

Labor and 
Employment

As a high-profile, 
full-service firm, 
Nexsen Pruet attracts 

outstanding talent to its ranks. 

Weighted more towards employment 
matters as opposed to traditional 
labor advice, the team has experts in 
benefits, OSHA, business immigration 
and workers’ compensation matters. 
Restaurant chains and a number of 
large hospitals have also benefited 
from the team’s expertise in recent 
months. The firm also has a number 
of skilled alternative dispute resolu-
tion experts, including Thomas 
Stephenson (Band 3), a well-known 
and respected employment mediator. 

Litigation: General 
Commercial
“With a strong 
contingent of litiga-
tors across North 
and South Carolina, 
Nexsen Pruet’s 
commercial litigation 

team is among the foremost in the 
state and its strength lies in its hugely 
varied expertise. Demonstrating the 
breadth of the team’s expertise...
Thomas Stephenson (Band 2) 
...shares time between commercial 
litigation and employment matters.

Real Estate
Given Nexsen Pruet’s 
size and coverage 
across the state, it 
offers a real estate 
practice that is 
extremely specialized 

and well resourced, with 30 attor-
neys devoted to real estate. From 
the firm’s Greenville office, David 
Gossett (Band 3) focuses on repre-
senting major asset-based lenders.
 

OGLETREE, 
DEAKINS, 
NASH, SMOAK & 
STEWART, PC

Labor and 
Employment
Sources laud the 
group’s effective 
preventive training 
on employment and 
labor matters and 
are quick to point 
out that “the team is 
equally outstanding 
in court.” Hamilton 
Stewart (Band 2) 
enjoys a reputation as 
an all-around employ-
ment expert and 
has “superb national 
standing” for handling 
claims in the automo-
tive industry. Managing 
partner Gray Geddie
(Band 3) is praised for 
his general litiga-
tion and trial work, 
including his expertise 
in resolving employ-

ment law disputes.  Adding to this mix 

FOSTER

STEPHENSON
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SUGGS
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SC FIRMS: GENERAL COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

BAND 1

Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough LLP

Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Wyche, Burgess, Freeman & 

Parham, PA

BAND 2

Buist Moore Smythe McGee P.A.
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd PA
McNair Law Firm PA
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte LLC

BAND 3

Gallivan, White & Boyd, PA
Pratt-Thomas Walker PA
Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP
Young, Clement & Rivers LLP
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WYCHE, 
BURGESS, 
FREEMAN & 
PARHAM, PA
Corporate M&A

In its established base 
in upstate Greenville, 
Wyche’s reputation 
as corporate counsel 
is unbeaten. Peers 
comment that “all its 
attorneys are well 
trained and produce 
first-class work,” while 
loyal clients from 

around the country seek the team’s 
expertise. Eric Amstutz (Band 3) has 
been advising a number of distressed 
companies on the disposal of assets, 
while the team as a whole is acting for 
a variety of public and privately held 
companies. Cary Hall (Band 2) is an 
expert on corporate transactions and 
“knows everything there is to know 
about tax.”

Litigation: General 
Commercial

Heavily involved in 
a variety of cases, 
from IP to securities 
litigation, this team 
offers a client-focused 
and highly personal-
ized service during 
high-profile disputes. 
The team is made 
up of a number of 
well-known litigators 
whose reputation 
extends beyond South 

Carolina. Foremost among these is 
Wallace Lightsey (Band 1), who 
is a phenomenal litigator of general 
commercial and IP matters. According 
to commentators, “he has an incred-
ibly effective demeanor with clients, 
and a tremendous way in the court-
room - persistent but non-confron-
tational.” “Outstanding in every way,” 
Henry Parr (Band 2) takes a careful 

and dilligent approach 
to complex business 
litigation on behalf of 
plaintiffs and defen-
dants, frequently in 
the chemical and 
healthcare industries. 
The team also benefits 
from the knowledge 
and enthusiasm of 
Troy Tessier, (Band 
3) who has recently 
been involved in a 
major arbitration for 
a textile client. Carl 

Muller (Band 3) has earned a reputa-
tion as a sterling litigator, particularly 
in medical malpractice cases.  GM

LIGHTSEY

PARR

TESSIER

MULLERHALL

AMSTUTZ
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For complete Chambers Guides to the World’s Leading Lawyers visit  
www.chambersandpartners.com

BAND 1

Buist Moore Smythe McGee 
P.A.

McNair Law Firm PA
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

BAND 2

Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd PA
Nelson Mullins Riley & 

Scarborough LLP
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & 

Rice, PLLC

BAND 3

Jeffcoat Law Firm, LLC
Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP

SC FIRMS: REAL ESTATE




